Azbuka becomes the UK’s first approved Russian-English bilingual school

«A3BYKA» - nepBasa opmuymanbHO NpU3HaHHAA BUAMHIBaNbHaA

PYCCKO-aHrniicKana WwKona B BeankobpuraHum
Pyccxan 8epcuAa cmamsu - HUMXe

The Azbuka School in South West London has been given high ratings across all four areas examined
by Ofsted, following a successful inspection by the official government auditor of education
standards.

The assessment of “good” for overall effectiveness was matched by the same positive judgement for
each of the four individual areas inspected: effectiveness of leadership and management; quality of
teaching, learning and assessment; personal development, behaviour and welfare; and outcomes for
pupils.

“The school meets all the independent school standards,” the inspectors concluded in their report.
“The school’s bilingual curriculum is a key strength. It is well planned and implemented. Pupils enjoy
learning all subjects in Russian and English; they make rapid progress in both languages.”

The inspectors highlighted the “overwhelmingly positive” feedback from parents, “provision for
pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development”, and students’ educational progress in
subjects including English, Russian and mathematics.

The strong positive judgement — unusual for a recently created school inspected for the first time by
Ofsted —is a reflection of Azbuka’s profound commitment to education and experience accumulated
over the past 17 years. The grading follows two years of discussions with the Department of
Education, which allowed it to operate one of the first Ofsted-registered nurseries providing a
language immersion curriculum in the UK.



Maria Gavrilova, Azbuka’s founder and head teacher, said: “We are thrilled with this very strong
endorsement of our vision to create an innovative, supportive and highly effective bilingual school,
which is proving ever more popular with students and parents. It is a remarkable achievement,
particularly bearing in mind that Azbuka Primary is a new full-time school implementing one of the
first bilingual curricula in the country and introducing an educational model that is pioneering in
many respects. It concludes the final vital step in our path to establishing the first effective Russian-
English bilingual school in the UK. On behalf of the founders | would like to congratulate all the
teachers, parents, children, patrons and supporters who have been behind this wonderful, ground-
breaking and inspirational project for London.”

The Azbuka Foundation incorporates a full-time bilingual primary school in Mortlake, a Russian
nursery, a Saturday complementary school for children aged 5 to 16, and a bilingual educational
resource/cultural centre for the community.

This 17-year long project expanded into a full-time school in September 2016. Among its long-term
consultants and supporters is the former head of Wix, the French-English school in London, who has
said: "l applaud the initiative shown by the Azbuka group in offering a Russian-English based
education. Azbuka has now joined the growing numbers of schools that have recognised the
cognitive, social and cultural benefits to be gained from a bilingual education. Their initiative will
strengthen UK-Russian understanding, to the benefit of Azbuka’s pupils and their families, and on a
broader scale it will undoubtedly support the UK’s economic development. In other words, this
school has the potential to be something very special."

Azbuka welcomes new students and is currently seeking premises from autumn 2018 to meet its
expansion. It also requires additional funding, donations and sponsorship to secure its continued
growth and be in a position to offer support to parents and children from all backgrounds, regardless
of income, interested in the proven value of a bilingual education.

Speaking on behalf of Azbuka’s board of governors, Maria Gavrilova said: "We have now proven our
ground-breaking model but our lease is coming to an end and we need serious donors to come
forward this spring to support us in the establishment of a permanent home. Another opportunity
like this may not arise again for many years to come, if not decades.”

The Ofsted inspectors noted that Azbuka’s pupils were making good progress educationally within a
“caring” and “safe culture”. “Pupils are inducted effectively in Russian and English and have well-
developed social skills. As a result, they make good progress in a wide range of subjects, including
English, mathematics and Russian” and show “evidence of rapid development of knowledge, skills
and understanding.”

They said Azbuka’s “strong bilingual curriculum is planned and taught effectively”, emphasising that
teachers had “good subject knowledge” which was well conveyed in lessons with the support of
“skilful bilingual teaching assistants”.

They quoted one parent who said: “My son is happy, safe and making excellent progress with his
education.”

Among the many testimonials found on the Azbuka website is the following comment from a parent
whose child travels to school all the way from East London every day:

"The progress that my child has shown in the past year is incredible. He’s got all the subjects as his
favourites, because at Azbuka there is no such thing as a “difficult subject”. The areas that he had
previously expressed little interest in — music, dancing, drama, arts and crafts, science — he now
looks forward to every lesson."

Another parent writes: "I have to say that we are getting from Azbuka something that we have never
experienced in the UK before ... the teachers understand my children completely, their needs, their



level of development and every step the teachers take is designed to ensure my children develop
their full potential."

Overall, attendance is above national levels with attainment at least typical of pupils of their age,
there is good behaviour and no evidence of bullying.

The Ofsted inspection which was extended over three days included visits to the school, interviews
with staff, parents, students and governors, and close examination of records. The inspectors’
report also recognised the value of the school by endorsing its integration with Azbuka’s part-time
nursery, which had already been approved in an earlier, separate inspection.

Azbuka school has also been recognised by the Russian Embassy and its embassy school.
The Azbuka Foundation is a UK registered charity.

CONTACT DETAILS:
website: www.azbukafoundation.org
e-mail: office@azbukafoundation.org headteacher@azbukafoundation.org

Azbuka telephone number for journalists, parents: 0208 392 2286 0781 0013042
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«A3BYKA» - nepBasa opmumanbHO Npu3HaHHaA BUAMHIBaNbHaA
PYCCKO-aHrnniicKkan wKona B BennkobpuraHun.

LWkona A3BYKA, pacnonoxeHHaa Ha toro-3anage J/IoHaoHa, NoayyYmaa BbICOKME OLLEeHKMU
no YeTblpem acnekTam, uccnegosaHHbiMm Ofsted, nocne ycnewHoM akkpeamMTaLmMm, NpoBeseHHOM
odnUMaNbHBIM NPABUTENBCTBEHHBIM ayaUTOPOM 06pa3oBaTesibHbIX CTaHAAPTOB.

OueHke «good» 3a 00LLyI0 pe3y/IbTaTUBHOCTb COOTBETCTBOBA/IM TAKME XKe NOJIOKUTE/IbHbIE
3aK/II0YEHMA B OTHOLIEHUW KaXKA0MN U3 NPOMHCNEKTUPOBAHHbIX 0bnacTei:

- 3¢ PEeKTUBHOCTb PYKOBOACTBA M yNpaBaeHMsA 06pa3oBaTeIbHbIM NPOLLECCOM;

- OUEHKa KayecTBa NpenoaaBaHusa U U3ydyeHusa NpeameTos;

- IMYHOCTHOE Pa3BUTME, NOBEAEHMNE YUEHNKOB, MEPOMPUATUAA NO YAYULLEHUIO YCNOBUI paboTbl 1
y4ebbl B WIKONe

- Pe3synbTaThbl (OLLEHKK) yyalmxcsa.

”ﬂ,aHHaﬂ LLKOJ1a COOTBETCTBYET BCEM CTaHOAPTaM HEe3aBUCMMOM LLKO/bIY, - 3aKIOYUIN MHCNEKTOPbI
B CBOEM oT4yeTe. “I'NaBHbIM AOCTOUHCTBO WKOJ1bl ABNAETCA NpOorpamma BUNMHIBANbHOIO
o6pasoBava. OHa meToan4yeckmn rPamMoOTHO pa3pa60TaHa M XOPOLWO NPUMEHAETCA Ha NPaKTUKe.
Yyawmmca HpaBUTCA n3yyaTb BCe NpegMmeTbl Ha PYCCKOM U AHTIMMNCKOM, U OHMU AenaroT b6onbline
ycnexum B 0bounx A3blKax».


http://www.azbukafoundation.org/
mailto:office@azbukafoundation.org
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MHCNEeKTOPbI OTMETUIN «OUYEHb NONOMKUTENbHBIE» OT3bIBbI PpoauTENel, «obecneyeHme yyalmxcsa
BCEM HEOBXOAMMbIM A/1A UX LlYXOBHOMO, MOPasIbHOrO, COLMANIBbHOIO M KY/IbTYPHOIO PasBuTHA», a
TaKKe 06pa3oBaTeNbHbIM NPOrPeCC yYaLLMXCA MO NPeaMETaM, BKAOYAIOLMM aHIIMACKUI, PYCCKUIA U
MaTeMaTHKY.

NHcneKkTopbl 0060 OTMETUAM FYBOKY NpeaaHHOCTb Aeny 06pa30BaHUA M ONbIT, HAKOM/IEHHbIM 3a
nocnegHue 17 net - 310 HeobbIYHO A5 HEAABHO CO34aHHOM LWKOJIbI, KOTOPYIO BNepBble
nHcnektupyet Ofsted. ATTecTauum npealwecTBoBanun ABa roga AMCKyccuin ¢ MnHucTepcTsom
NpocBeLLeHMA, KOTOPOEe NO3BOUIIO LKOJIEe AEACTBOBATbL KaK O4MH 13 NePBbIX AETCKUX Ca0B B
BennkobputaHmm, 3apernctpupoBaHHbix Ofsted, obecneunBatowmii nporpammy A3bIKOBOrO
norpyxeHus.

Mapwus laBpunosa, ocHoBaTenb U anpekTop A3BYKMW, ckasana: « Mbl 4pesBblvaliHO pabl TaKoM
XOpOLUEeN OLLEHKe Hallero NpeAcTaBleHNA 0 TBOPYECTBE MU MHHOBALUMM B 06pa3oBaHuu, o
BbICOKO3)PEKTUBHOM ABYA3bIYHOM LKOE, KOTOPasA CTAHOBUTCA BCE NOMNYAAPHEE Cpeam yYalLLnxca u
poauTenei. 3To 3ameydaTtesibHOe AO0CTUKEHNE, 0OCOBEHHO ecin NPUHATL BO BHUMaHKUeE, 4To A3BYKA
— 3TO HOBa#, NO/IHAA LWKOAA, NPUMEHSAIOLWAA OAHY U3 NePBbIX OUAMHIBAIbHBIX NPOrPaMM 0byYeHMUA
B CTPaHe M MCNonb3ytowan obpasoBaTeibHYH0 MOAENb, ABAAIOLLYIOCA HOBAaTOPCKOM BO BCEX
OTHOLLEHMAX. ITO HaLl 3aKAOUYUTENbHDBIN, }KU3HEHHO BaXKHbIM LWar Ha NyTU K CO34aHNI0 NepBoOiA
3dPEKTMBHOM PYCCKO-aHINNIACKOM ABYA3bIYHOM LWKO/bI B BennkobpuTtaHun. OT uMeHn yupeguTenei
¢$oHAa MHe 6bl XOTEN0Cb NO3APaBUTb BCEX YUUTENEN, PpOANUTENEN, MATPOHOB M TEX, KTO HAC
NnoAAEePKMUBAET, BCEX, KTO CTOMT 3@ 3TUM Yy[EeCHbIM, MHHOBALMOHHbBIM U BAOXHOB/AIOLMM NPOEKTOM
ana JloHaoHa».

doHa A3BYKA BkntovaeT 0bLeobpasoBaTeibHYO ABYA3bIYHYIO HauyanbHYO WKoAy B MopTneiike,
PYCCKMI AEeTCKUI caf, cybbO0THIO PYCCKYIO LWKOAY AONOHUTENbHOrO 06pa3oBaHuMa ans geten 5-16
neT v nHdo pecypc /KyNbTYPHbIN LLEHTP ANA WUPOKOM Ny6ANKN.

MpoeKT anvHol B 17 net npmeen K co3gaHunio obuieobpasoBatesibHON BUAMHIBANbHON LWKObI B
ceHTabpe 2016 roga. Cpeam ero A40/IrOBPEMEHHbIX KOHCY/1bTAaHTOB — ObIBLINI rnaBa Wix,
dpaHLy3CKO-aHI/IMMCKOM WKOJIbl B JIOHAOHE, KOTOPbIN CKalan cieaytoulee: «A npuBeTCTBYO
MHULUMATUBY, NpoABAeHHYIO rpynnoit ASBYKA B npegocTtaBneHnm o6pas3oBaHma, OCHOBAHHOMO Ha
PYCCKOM M aHIINIACKOM A3blkax. ASBYKA npucoeanHMAach K pacTywemy YNCAY LWKO, KoTopble
NPU3HAAN KOTHUTUBHbIE, COLMANbHbIE U KY/IbTYpPHbIE NPENMYLLLECTBA ABYA3bIYHOrO 06pasoBaHusA. Ux
MHULMATUBA YKPENUT OTHOLWEHUA MexKay BenmkobputaHmelt n Poccmeit Ha 6aaro yyawmxca A3BYKU
N UX CEMEN, U B LLMPOKOM CMbIC/I€ 3TO, HECOMHEHHO, NOAAEPHKUT SKOHOMUYECKOE Pa3BUTUE
BennkobputaHmun. Jpyrummn cnoBamu, y 3TOM LWKOJbl €CTb MOTEHUMAN CTaTb YHUKA/IbHON B CBOEM

poae».

A3BYKA AeT HOBbIX YUYaLUMXCA U B HACTOALLLEe BPeMs ULLLET NoMeLLeHMe, YTobbl oceHbto 2018 roaa
NPUHATb BCEX Kenatwwmx. LLIKone Takke HeobxoaAnMbl A4ONONHUTEIbHbIE PUHAHCOBbIE CPEACTBa,
NoXepTBOBAHMSA U CMOHCOPCTBO, YTOHbI 06EeCNeUYnTb ee NOCTOAHHbIN Nporpecc, YTobbl NPeaN0KNUTb
KauyecTBeHHble 06pa3oBaTe/ibHble YCNYTY POAUTENSAM N UX AETAM, KOTOPblE LEeHAT NPenmMyLLEecTsa
ABYyA3blYHOro ob6pasoBaHuUA.

[oBOpA OT UMeHM YneHoB noneuntenbckoro coseta A3BYKW, Mapua lNaspunnosa ckasana: «Mbl
[0Ka3ann HOBATOPCTBO Hallel MOAENN, HO apeHaa 30aHUA NOAXOAMT K KOHLLY, M 3TOM BECHOM Ham
noTpebytoTcs cepbesHble MHBECTULLMW, HAM HYXKHbl MeLLeHaTbl, 61aroTBOPUTENN, TOTOBbIE
nogAepKatb Hac B 06peTeHnn NOCTOAHHOrO 34aHuA. [Jpyras Takaa BO3MOXHOCTb MOXET He
npeacTaBUTCA B TeYUEHUE MHOTUX NIET, EC/IN HE AECATUNETUN Y.

MHcnekTopbl Ofsted otmeTtnnu, uto yyawmeca A3BYKU pgenatot 6onblume obpasoBaTesibHble ycnexu
6naropapa «3aboTNMBOM» N «BepekHON KyAbTypbl». “Yyawmeca apdekTnBHO obyyatoTca Ha
PYCCKOM M aHI/IMACKOM, Y HUX XOPOLLO Pa3BUTbl HaBbIKK 06LLeHMA.» B pe3ynbTaTe OHW NOKa3bIBAOT
XOpPOLUME 3HAHMA MO MHOFMM NpeaMeTaM, BKAOYAs aHTIMNCKUIN, MaTeMATUKY U PYCCKUI U
AEMOHCTPUPYIOT CNOCOBHOCTU BbICTPOro Pa3BUTUA YMEHUIA U HABLIKOB MOHUMAHUAY.



OHM CKaszanu, YTo NPOrpamma A,ByA3bl4HOro 06Pa30BaHUA XOPOLIO CNAHMPOBAHA U 3GPEKTUBHO
NPeTBOPSAETCA B KM3Hb, 0COH60 OTMETMB XOpoLLee 3HaHNE NPegMeTOB YUNTENAMM, KOTOPbIE
NPOBOAW/IN YPOKM C MOMOLLIO YMEIbIX aCCUCTEHTOB-OUIMHIBOB.

OHun npounTnposaan oaHOro poguntenda, KOTOprﬁ cKaszan: «Moli cbIH c4actaums, OH B 6e30ﬂaCHOCTM,
OH MNpPeKpacCcHO ycneBaeT Nno BCeM nNpeameTamm».

Cpean MHOrMX OTKAINKOB Ha cante A3BYKU ecTb cneaylowmini KOMMEHTapUin OT poauTens, Yye
pebeHOoK Kaxabli AeHb NpUesKaeT B LWKOAY U3 BOCTOYHOTO JIOHAO0HA:

"Ycnexu, KoTopble caenan Mot pebeHoK B TeYeHne NocieaHero rogaa, HeBepoaTHble. Bce npeameTbl
B WKO/e gna Hero Atobumblie, notomy 4to B ASBYKE HeT «TpyaHbIX NpeameToB». PaHblue emy He
HPABMAMCb My3blKa, TaHLbl, Apama, UCKYCCTBA, HAYKM, HO TeENEPb OH XKAET KaXKA0ro ypoKa'.

[pyroit poautenb nuweT: «A AoXKHA cKa3aTb, 4To ASBYKA gaeTt Ham To, Yero Mbl HUKOTAa He
MCMbITbIBAN B BeNMKOOPUTAHMM paHbLUe...YUnTena NnoAHOCTbIO MOHUMAIOT MOUX AETEN, UX HYKAbI,
MX YPOBEHb Pa3BUTUA, a KaxKApbli LWar, NpeanpUHUMAEMbIA YyYUTENSIMU, HanNpaBJ/ieH Ha TO, YTOObI
MOW AEeTU pa3BMBaIM CBOW NOTEHUMAN NOJHOCTbIOY.

B Lenom, B WKOE XOPOoLLasA NoCeLaemMoCcTb 3aHATU, Bbillle CPeAHEro, BO BCAKOM C/lydae, TUNMYHan
ONA yYallMXCA UX BO3pacTa, AeTU BeayT ceba XopoLlo, HapylueHne AUCLUMNANHBI OTCYTCTBYET.

MHcneKkumMoHHan komuceuns Ofsted npoBoguna NpoBepKy B TeYEHUE Tpex AHEN 1 BKAtoYana
rnocelleHune WKosbl, beceabl ¢ NefarorMyeckMm KONEKTUBOM, C POANUTENAMM, YHALLMMUCA U
YJIeHaMM NONeYnTeNIbCKOro COBETA LWKOJIbl, @ TaKXKe NpoBesa TWaTe/bHOe U3y4YeHne MeToANYECKUX
pa3paboToK, TeMaTUYECKMX MNNAHOB, NPOAHAIM3MPOBAIA XKYPHA/bl YCNEBAEMOCTM YYEHUKOB. B
CBOEM OTYETE MHCNEKTOPaA MPU3HaAM, YTO LLEHHOCTb LWKO/1bl 3aK/1II04AETCA B €e MHTerpaumm ¢
aeTtcknm cagom A3BYKU, B KOTOpOM paHee yrKe NpoBoAMAACL NPOBEPKA.

LLKona A3BYKA TaKe nony4ymna npusHaHue Moconbcrea Poccmn 1 WKOAbI NPU NOCONLCTBE.
®oHp A3byKa — 3apernctpupoBaH B BennkobputaHum Kak 61arotsoputenbHbiii GoHA.
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